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These dimensions were taken from a single specimen of a late Kynoch 
110 cordite factory load. 

I N  1903 the British 
aking firm of Jeffery 

introducei what was then, and remains 
yet today, the largest sporting rifle caliber 
of all. Developing 7,600 foot pounds of 
energy at  the muzzle, it was not surpassed 
in power for 55 years, when in 1958 the 
.460 Weatherby hove on the scene with 
just under 8.100 foot pounds. 

Jeffery called its new number the .600 
Nitro Express. It consisted of the largest 
sporting case yet, three inches long, with a 
base diameter of .695 to .700-inch and a 
typically British thin rim .805-inch in 
diameter. This monstrous case ap- 
proached 12-bore dimensions and has a 
total capacity of 222 grains of water, 
reduced to 139 grains when the bullet is 
seated. 

The .600 bullet is by no means a true 

.60 caliber, being nominally of .622-inch 
diameter. In weight the .600 N.E. bullet 
takes a back seat to no one - it hefts a 
nice, round, 900 grains - somewhat over 
two full ounces; over one-eighth of a 
pound. It was Cordite-loaded, of course, 
a 100-grain charge producing 1,850 fps, 
while a 110-grain charge churned up 
1,950 fps. 

Jeffery’s .600 epitomized an era - the 
era of massive cartridges and side-by-side 
doubles intended for harvesting ivory in 
deepest, darkest Africa. The cartridge 
was intended to offer the professional 
ivory hunter the massive shocking power 
of the big 2 and 4-bore muzzle loaders 
combined with the great penetration of 
modern (1903) full-jacketed “solid” 
bullets. It did all that well, and when 
loaded with strong-jacketed bullets (some 

The .600 Nitro Express is shown 
alongside a .30-06 cartridge lor 
comparison. The 110-grain cordite 
charge gives the 900-grain bullet 7,600 
fp of energy at the muzzle. 

weren’t as stout as they should have been) 
it would punch clear through the massive 
skull of the biggest rogue bull to be 
found. Only last yeai Henk Visser drove 
down two bull tuskers with his elaborate 
and priceless Greener .600 double, each 
with a single shot that passed completely 
through. The animals never twitched. 

Not many .600 rifles were built; the 
Birmingham Proof House records show 
less than 300 passed through. Many were 
single shots, but the classic .600 is a 
side-by-side double weighing upwards of 
18 pounds to soak up the enormous recoil 
of that two-ounce bullet departing at 
1,950 fps. Only professionals bought 
.600’s, aside from Indian princes and 
maharajahs who had to have one of 
everything. 

Today the .600 isn’t used much, and 
Kynoch quit making ammunition years 
ago. Not many people have even seen a 
,600 rifle, but the cartridge has become a 
legend of its own. Three people we know 
own .600 rifles, and one of them owns two 
fine doubles so chambered. 

Can the .600 Nitro be reloaded? Cer- 
tainly, once you have cases and bullets. 
Original cases take the big Kynoch 
express primer which isn’t tob difficult to 
find. However, the No. 172 shouldn’t be 
used, but the No. 40 instead. The 172 is 
too hot. Original Kynoch bullets are 
mighty scarce, but a copper-tube Barnes 
solid of the proper weight and size is 
available from Colorado Custom Bullets. 
As for powder, IMR-3031 can be 
substituted for Cordite in cases such as 



this on a one-for-one basis, with a slight 
reduction in velocity from Cordite levels. 

Loading dies for the .600 aren’t 
cataloged by any maker, but Hollywood 
(Whitney Sales, Inc., 6742 Tampa Ave., 
Reseda, CA, 91335) can supply them on 
special order, and RCBS can probably d o  
the same. 

Cases are the big problem. Original 
Kynoch brass is fine, but tired cases will 
benefit from about 1% inches of mouth 
annealing, done in molten lead. New 
cases can be turned from brass bar stock, 
and they may also be made by swaging 
and turning down the head of S O  
Browning Machine Gun cases, then 
trimming to length. In the past a couple 
of custom gun shops have offered cases 

made in this fashion - and they proved 
quite satisfactory. At last report, new 
.600 (also S77) cases from the .SO BMG 
can be ordered from East Surrey Firearms 
Ltd., Gillette House, 55 Basinghall St. 
London EC2V-5 EA, G.B. These are 
excellent heavy-duty cases, equal or 
superior to the originals. 

As for loading data, start with 100 
grains IMR-3031, Eley-Kynoch No. 40 
caps, and 900-grain bullets. From that 
point, for a single shot rifle, simply work 
up in small powder increments until the 
load shoots to point of aim with the 
original sights. This may require as much 
as 115-120 grains if the gun was originally 
regulated for the 110Kordite load. 

With a double rifle, increase charges 

only until the barrels print together. At 
the starting charge they’ll shoot apart, 
and increasing the charge should move 
the bullet strikes toward one another. 
When they are together, stick with that 
charge, even if elevation is not right on 
the button. To further increase the 
charge will cause the barrels to “cross,” 
as well as generate excess pressure. 

In the end, the .600 is a unique and 
impressive member of the 20th Century 
cartridge family. No matter what you 
might have been told, it isn’t entirely dead 
- and you can handload it with just a bit 
more effort and expense than usual. Any 
fine old .600 rifle is well worth the effort 
to keep it thundering - after all, who 
knows when a pachyderm might raid your 
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garden. - George Nonte 0 


